
HISTORY	  

Founded in 1999 !

Advisory Committee formed in 
2011"

Indexing by ADS started 2012"

WHY	  A	  SOURCE	  CODE	  
LIBRARY	  	  

Source codes are increasingly 
important for the advancement of 
science in astrophysics"

Source codes need to be available; 
science demands:"

   reproducibility"
   falsifiability"
   reliability"

Sharing codes is efficient"

Use by others increases confidence 
in a code and in research findings 
dependent on that code"

WHY	  THIS	  SOURCE	  CODE	  
LIBRARY	  	  

Indexed by ADS"

Citable"

Active approach to adding codes"

Affiliation with APOD offers stable, 
ongoing exposure for the ASCL"

WHAT	  IT	  IS	  

Free, on-line registry for source 
codes of interest to astronomers and 
astrophysicists"

Largest resource for codes in 
existence"

M
A
IN

	  L
IB
R
A
R
Y	  
PA

G
E	  

CO
D
E	  
EN

TR
Y	  
EL
EM

EN
TS
	  

G
RO

W
TH

	  IN
	  E
N
TR

IE
S	  

959%	  increase	  in	  
number	  of	  codes	  in	  18	  

months	  

On	  average,	  19	  codes	  were	  	  
added	  each	  month	  in	  2011	  

1	  -‐	  Thread	  Ptle	  

2	  –	  Full	  Ptle	  of	  code	  

3	  –	  Abstract	  or	  descripPon	  

4	  –	  Code	  author	  

5	  –	  Download	  site	  

6	  –	  Paper(s)	  describing	  or	  using	  code	  

7	  -‐	  Unique	  idenPfier	  assigned	  by	  ASCL	  

Search	  box	  and	  bu.on	  

Codes	  are	  listed	  
in	  alphabe5cal	  

order	  

Number	  of	  topics	  and	  pages	  

Add	  your	  code	  here!	  
①  Click	  thread	  to	  open	  it	  
②  Click	  “Reply”	  
③  Type	  in	  code	  informa5on	  
④  Click	  “Submit”	  

Guide	  includes	  table	  of	  contents	  
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353%	  increase	  in	  number	  
of	  codes	  in	  2	  years	  

On	  average,	  18	  codes	  were	  	  
added	  each	  month	  in	  2011	  and	  2012	  



The Astrophysics Source Code Library (ASCL), founded in 1999, takes an active 
approach to sharing astrophysical source code. ASCL’s editor seeks out both new 
and old peer-reviewed papers that describe methods or experiments that involve 
the development or use of source code, and adds entries for the found codes to the 
library. This approach ensures that source codes are added without requiring 
authors to actively submit them, resulting in a comprehensive listing that covers a 
significant number of the astrophysics source codes used in peer-reviewed studies. 
The ASCL moved to a new location in 2010, has over 540 codes in it and continues 
to grow."

In the past two years, the ASCL had added on average 18 new codes per month. We 
encourage scientists to submit their codes for inclusion by emailing information 
about the codes to alice.allen1@verizon.net."

An advisory committee was established in 2011 to provide input and guide the 
development and expansion of its new site, and a marketing plan has been 
developed and is being executed. All ASCL source codes have been used to 
generate results published in or submitted to a refereed journal and are freely 
available either via a download site or from an identified source."

CODE	  ENTRY	  REQUIREMENTS	  

Code must be submitted to, described in, or used in research published 
in a peer-reviewed publication"

Code must be available to others through download or by request"
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

http://ascl.net"


